
 
 
 

 
 
 

WIDE RAINBOW LESSONS:  
Artist Maya Lin 

 
 
ARTIST INTRO:  
Maya Ying Lin (born October 5, 1959) is an American artist, designer, and architect who works 
in sculpture and land art. She achieved national recognition as a 21-year-old undergraduate at 
Yale University when she won a national competition to design the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. Lin has designed numerous memorials, public and private buildings, 
landscapes, and sculptures. Drawing inspiration from nature, time, light, line and space. 
 
MAYA LIN ARTWORKS (EXAMPLES):  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

WORKSHOP:  
Let’s create mini-monuments remembering past loved ones in our own families and in history 
inspired by Maya Lin’s memorials.  
 
1. Think of someone who has passed away that you would like to memorialize or honor 
2. Go outside and find a special rock or stone  
3. With paint or a permanent marker write the name of the person you’d like to remember 
4. Present & share your mini-monument with your family, friends, or classmates and explain 
who the person you chose was and why they were important to you  
5. Find a special place or site in your home for your mini-monument to live. Honoring that 
special loved one  
 
 
 
MATERIALS:  

• Found rock, stone or natural object  
• Permanent Marker  
• Paint   
• Brushes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 1982 
Washington, D.C., United States 

 
Honoring over 58,000 Lives  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
“To me, the American 
Dream is being able to 
follow your own personal 
calling. To be able to do 
what you want to do is 
incredible freedom.” 
 
-Maya Lin  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

FOLLOW UP:  
Who did you choose to remember? Why?  
How did the stone or rock you chose change when you wrote that person’s name on it? 
Do you think it is important for us to remember past loved ones?  
How did it make you feel to think of someone who had past away?  
Where did you end up putting your mini-monument? Why did you choose that space?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wide Rainbow is a 501c3 contemporary art after school program. 
Providing access to art, artists, and arts education. 

www.widerainbow.org 


